	Mercury Statistics 

	 Mass (kg) 
	3.303e+23  

	 Mass (Earth = 1) 
	0.055271  

	 Equatorial radius (km) 
	2,439.7  

	 Equatorial radius (Earth = 1) 
	0.38252  

	 Mean density (gm/cm^3) 
	5.42  

	 Mean distance from the Sun (km) 
	57,910,000  

	 Mean distance from the Sun (Earth = 1) 
	0.3871  

	 Rotational period (days) 
	58.6462  

	 Orbital period (days) 
	87.969  

	 Mean orbital velocity (km/sec) 
	47.88  

	 Orbital eccentricity 
	0.2056  

	 Tilt of axis (degrees) 
	0.00  

	 Orbital inclination (degrees) 
	7.004  

	 Equatorial surface gravity (m/sec^2) 
	2.78  

	 Equatorial escape velocity (km/sec) 
	4.25  

	 Visual geometric albedo 
	0.10  

	 Magnitude (Vo) 
	-1.9  

	 Mean surface temperature 
	179°C  

	 Maximum surface temperature 
	427°C  

	 Minimum surface temperature 
	-173°C  

	 Atmospheric composition 

Helium 

Sodium 

Oxygen 

Other
	
42% 
42% 
15% 
1%  

	
	Time (UTC: subtract 8
 hours for PDT)

	Date
	Start
	Mid
	End

	1993 Nov 06
	03:06
	03:57
	04:47

	1999 Nov 15
	21:15
	21:41
	22:07

	2003 May 07
	05:13
	07:52
	10:32

	2006 Nov 08
	19:12
	21:41
	00:10

	2016 May 09
	11:12
	14:57
	18:42

	2019 Nov 11
	12:35
	15:20
	18:04

	2032 Nov 13
	06:41
	08:54
	11:07

	2039 Nov 07
	07:17
	08:46
	10:15

	2049 May 07
	11:03
	14:24
	17:44

	2052 Nov 09
	23:53
	02:29
	05:06

	2062 May 10
	18:16
	21:36
	00:57

	2065 Nov 11
	17:24
	20:06
	22:48

	2078 Nov 14
	11:42
	13:41
	15:39

	2085 Nov 07
	11:42
	13:34
	15:26

	2095 May 08
	17:20
	21:05
	00:50

	2098 Nov 10
	04:35
	07:16
	09:57


A transit of Mercury across the Sun takes place when the planet Mercury comes between the Sun and the Earth, and Mercury is seen as a small black dot moving across the face of the Sun.
Transits of Mercury with respect to Earth are much more frequent than transits of Venus, with about 13 or 14 per century, in part because Mercury is closer to the Sun and orbits it faster.
Transits of Mercury can happen in May or November. November transits occur at intervals of 7, 13, or 33 years; May transits only occur at intervals of 13 or 33 years. The last two transits were in 1999 and 2003; the next two will occur in 2006 (today!!) and 2016.
During a May transit, Mercury is near aphelion and has an angular diameter of 12"; during a November transit, it is near perihelion and has an angular diameter of 10".
Mercury Transits








